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from his sup all along the route as he proceeds, and his
assistant, the Pujar, continually dropping water from his
batari or pitcher with a tube attached to it, all along the
route, is another instance of imitative magic for securing
plenty of rain and crops." l
With regard to the Birhors, a primitive jungle tribe of
Chota Nagpur, we are informed that " as the Birhors, as a
tribe, have not yet taken to agriculture, they scarcely feel the
need for seasonal rains. Those few Jag hi families among
them who have secured lands for cultivation have adopted
from their Munda neighbours their magical rain-making
ceremony, which is as follows : Early in the morning they go
up the nearest hill and push down stones of all sizes which
produce a rumbling noise in falling to the ground ; and this
noise is at the same time intensified by beating a drum so as
to produce a low heavy continued sound in imitation of the
pattering of rain on the roofs of their huts." 2
In the Thana District of the Bombay Presidency, in order
to procure rain, stones are taken out of a pool and worshipped.
They are then carried to every house in the village, and water
is poured upon them by the inmates. Further, in the same
district, as a charm for rain " the villagers go from house to
house with boughs of the Nim tree (Melia Azadirachta) on
their heads, and water is then poured upon them by the
inmates. In the Deccan, boys cover their heads with twigs
and leaves of'the Nim and go round naked. Water is poured
over their heads and thus rain is brought." *
The carrying of some symbol suggestive of rain or the
fertility that comes with rain, and the drenching of the bearers
with water, suggestive of a fall of rain, are features of cere-
monies for the procuring of rain observed in Khandesh, the
Deccan, and the Karnatak. Bhils of the Navapur Peta make
an image of earth adorned with green plantain-leaves and
flowers and place it on a board, which an unmarried girl
carries through the village, accompanied by other women
singing rain songs and praying for rain. At each house she
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